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Infective endocarditis-1 

ÁFever of unknown origin (FUO) is caused by a wide 
variety of bacteria ..rarely a fungus or virus.  

ÁInfective Endocarditis (IE) commonly associated with 
FUO.. It is an infection caused by bacteria that enter 
the bloodstream and settle in the heart lining, a heart 
valve or a blood vessel.  

ÁAny person with some congenital heart disease have 
a greater risk of developing IE.. A formation of 
bacterial vegetation.. A Biofilm composed of  
accumulation Bacteria, platelets, fibrin and few 
leucocytes.   

ÁThe result: Host defensive immune mechanisms 
including WBCs canôt directly reach the infected 
valves via the bloodstream .. prevent development. 

 



2/ 
Á The lack of blood supply to the valves also has 

implications on treatment, since antimicrobial drugs 
have difficulty reaching the infected valve. 

Á Results in congestive heart failure and myocardial 
abscesses.. Fatal outcome. 

ÁThe incidence of infective endocarditis in a general 
healthy population has been estimated between 3-9 
cases per 100,000 patient/ year in western countries. 

ÁEndocarditis is twice as common among men, than 
women. It can strike at any age, most cases occur 
with people over the age of 50. 

ÁIt is higher in patients with underlying congenital & 
valvular heart disease.. intravenous drug abuse .. 
invasive surgery & oral dental procedures.   


