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Biosynthesis of bilirubin diglucuronide.
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major source of hemeproteins.
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1 Activity of the enzyme that

€& conjugates bilirubin with
glucuronic acid, UDP-glucuronyl
transferase (UDPGT), is Tow in
newborns and especially low in
premature babies.

Premature s
Full term e

UDPGT activit

0 6 12 18 24 30
Postnatal days

Serum levels of bilirubin rise
after birth in full-term infants,
although usually not to

dangerous concentrations.

Serum total bilirubin (mmol/L) -

6 12 18 24 30
Postnatal days ..

Serum levels of bilirubin in
premature infants may rise to
. - toxic levels. )

Figure 21.12 |
Neonatal jaundice.
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Alterations in the metabolism of heme. A. Hemolytic jaundice. B. Neonatal jaundice. [Note: The enterohepatic
circulation of urobilinogen is omitted for simplicity.] BG = bilirubin glucuronide; B = bilirubin; U = urobilinogen;

S= steroobiliq. -
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